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Chapter - 585
Meeting Minutes






April 1, 2009
· Call to Order
Board Chairman Steve Harnitz called the regular meeting of Pheasants Forever – Chapter 585 to order at 6:45 PM at the Oshkosh Gun Club.

· Roll

The following Board members were PRESENT:
	Rachael Foster
	Leo Kolaszewski
	Jim Ryf
	AL Heidl

	Steve Harnitz
	Brian Trebiatowski
	John Manion
	Mark Lewis

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	The following Board members were ABSENT:

	Tom Mangin
	Jerry Mathusek
	Ryan Seeley
	Alex Hoel

	Also present:

	Byran Woodbury
	Steve Easterly
	
	


· DNR Request

· Our local DNR representatives made a presentation and requested we sponsor a portion of a tank upgrade for their firefighting ATV. 

· M/S/C – Donate $800 to DNR for the purchase of a water tank upgrade to the ATV track unit the we purchased for them previously.


· Approval of Minutes from Last Meeting

· No minutes to approve
· Treasurer’s Report

· Treasurer John Manion reported a balance in checking of $38,668. He noted there are about $13,000 in additional banquet expenses to pay. 
· M/S/C – Accept the Treasurer’s Report as written.
· Correspondence

· Paul Fowler has indicated he has only sold 35 tree packages to date and has spent about $750 in advertising.  We noted we don’t want him to lose money on this project. 
·  Legislative Action Fund – Leo presented the request from National in support of the lobby program. We did not donate last year.  If we donate $2500 we will receive a Beretta shotgun.
· M/S/C – Donate $2500 to the PF Legislative Action Fund. 
· Committee Reports

· Habitat – Wednesday 4/22/09 is Earth Day.  Woods & Waters wants to do a project on this day. Jim is setting up a conservation project on area public hunting areas for 50 kids. They will need about 10-15 adult volunteers.  Lunch will also need to be provided.  In the past the DNR has grilled. Jim suggests a lunch package provide by the Fin for $4 per person. Since this is a school project, the kids can do this on school time. Since this is DNR land, it will be DNR liability for any accidents. Jim will double check on this. 
M/S/C – Donate $300 maximum to provide food for this project. 

Crow Count starts in mid April – call Jim for routes and paperwork. 
· Land Acquisition – Jack reported that he spoke with Jeff Gaska and the next NAWCAA grant is going forward. We have a $50,000 credit (with our partners).  This would have to be used in the GHRA. 
Al made a proposal to promote a class A dog training area in our area. This may be difficult to do within GHRA but perhaps in the Rat River area. This could possibly happen within lands already owned by DNR. Al will follow up with DNR. 

· Banquet – All agreed we did great in the current economy and enjoyed our most successful banquet to date.  We noted that if next years’ banquet falls in Lent, we should offer fish on the menu. 
Even with the high turnout, we had a membership drop of two. 
M/S/C – Confirm 3/12/10 as our next banquet date at Oshkosh Convention Center.


· Fundraising – Mike Solomon Fund – Proceeds from the Jack Gudden raffle were $512.  John will send a check to Oshkosh Community Foundation for this amount. 
M/S/C – Put all proceeds from the Austin DeGroot donation (CD Sales) and the donation from the Herb Helm memorial in the Mike Solomon Foundation.  John will also send a check to Community Foundation for this amount as well. 
G-O-M – John will meet with several board members concerning questions on the 10-gun.




· Foodplots – Rachel reports about $3400 in seed sales to date. 

· Website – Everyone should get any banquet photos they have to Mark for inclusion on the website. 

· Burn Crew – We now have a second Gator for use thanks to Steve Harnitz and Van Ert.  Our second pump unit has been repaired so we now have 2 mobile units available.  Matt O’Connor has provided us with the use of truck mount pump unit. This can be used to refill ATV units. 
Scott has made several contacts with burn customers for prep jobs and other work for his own company via the PF burn program. 
· Newsletter – No discussion
· Old Business
· Youth Hunt – Mark & Al provided a breakdown of income and expenses for last Decembers Youth Hunt.  There is a remaining balance of $928 in this fund.  A possible use of some of this money would be another pheasant release at Sheldon Nature Area. 
A couple of items to change for next year will be that all incoming money goes directly to Cindy who will record and pass on to John.  All expenses come from John and are not paid out of money that came into Cindy.  This policy is for all projects – not just the Youth Hunt. 
· New Business

· Fall Social – Last year we lost $1300 with 58 registered guests.  We planned on 100.  Mark suggested moving to the new Boathouse with possible outdoors festivities (weather permitting). We reminded ourselves this is a social event and not a mini-banquet. Others suggestions included making it a couples thing and possibly having a band. 
The majority favored continuing the Fall Social with some changes. 


· Board Dinner – Rachel is following up on this event with the possibility of a showboat dinner. 

· Other Business

· None 
· Next Meeting

· Wednesday
May 6 
6:30PM 
Oshkosh Gun Club 

· Adjourn
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This is the DNR firefighting track unit we helped purchase. 
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