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Chapter - 585
Meeting Minutes






May 7, 2008
1.
Call to Order
Board Chairman Steve Harnitz called the regular meeting of Pheasants Forever – Chapter 585 to order at 6:35 PM at the Oshkosh Gun Club.

2.
Roll

The following Board members were PRESENT:
	Leo Kolaszewski
	John Manion
	Jerry Mathusek
	AL Heidl

	Steve Harnitz
	Rachael Busching
	Jim Ryf
	Mark Lewis

	
	
	
	

	The following Board members were ABSENT:

	Ryan Seeley
	Brian Wilke
	Tom Mangin
	

	
	
	
	

	Also present:

	Brian Trebiatowski
	Erin Dougherty
	Alex Hoel
	Jon Kellerman


3.
Approval of Minutes from Last Meeting

Minutes of the previous meeting were emailed to all shortly after the last meeting.
M/S/C – Minutes were approved as read.
4.
Treasurer’s Report

Treasurer John Manion reported a balance in checking of $34,079.57
The only outstanding bill from the banquet is the membership fees to National.  Ryan is working on that with a new PF program. 
M/S/C – Accept the Treasurer’s Report as written.
M/S/C – Pay $2500 off our loan balance at FNB and adjust our monthly payment to $150.00.  John will take care of this
5.
Correspondence

a)  Ingham Co, MI chapter has done several blast emails offering a Gun-A-Week raffle for $52.  This brought up the question of whether National will provide a national email address list to chapters.  If so, this may be something we can take advantage of.  Leo will follow up with National. 

M/S/C – Buy one $52 raffle ticket to this gun a week raffle from chapter 467.  John will send in form and check. 

b) Doug Houghton seed order – Doug sent in a seed order with his banquet order that got lost in the shuffle. Rachel has found some corn to fill his order from Jeff Gaska since our supply sold out. 
6.
Committee Reports
a)
PF Habitat Team – Jon Kellerman reported that the full time crew finished today with their spring burning. In all, 500 acres were burned in eight counties for 22 landowners.  
The chapter crew burned 72 acres in Winnebago Co.  3 of the 4 planned field burns at Ralph Kalies RW Ranch were completed. Jon noted this Friday may work for a Waushara Co burn and also a Waupaca Co burn remains that will require special conditions. 
The chapter had a concern with work done in a previous year at the Dowlings Waushara Co property.  Jon has been in contact and an herbicide application has been planned. 
The chapter agreed to pay for costs associated with the Kalies burn since this was pro bono.  The fuel torch costs amounted to $192.  John will get a check to Jon.  A discussion ensued concerning an additional payment to Jon’s position. 
M/S/C – Add $200 to Jon’s fund to cover additional cost for the Kalies burn.  It should be noted that this was not requested by Jon but was Jim’s idea. This is in additional to the $192 fuel costs. 

Jon suggested it may be better in the future to provide landowners with a cost share instead of how we did it.  That way, both the chapter and the burn crew get credit from National for habitat restoration. Jon will keep us posted on this. 



b)
Land Acquisition – Jack sent directors an update.  The potential deal we were working on is now less certain than it was.  It appears the landowner may be soliciting higher bids from other parties.  We offered what the appraisal came in at and will not consider a higher offer. 

c)
Website – Mark will make several updates to the website. Anyone without a photo on the website, please email one to Mark.  Any directors can add photo’s to the site.  We need to all take responsibility for keeping the website fresh. 

d)
Fundraising – – Jerry, Rachel and Jim now comprise the fundraising committee.



Monthly Raffles Rachel & Jim will take over day to day operation of the Gun-of-the-Month raffle.  We agreed to include a South Dakota hunt from Dick Stille in a raffle this year.  The committee will come up with a package possibly similar to last summers successful hunt raffle. 

e)
Foodplots – Rachel reported we enjoyed our best year ever. We will clear at least $1300 - $1400 and possibly several hundred more if we sell the remaining seed.  We have 20+ bags of sorghum left and a few bags of other food plot seed (no corn).  The sorghum sells for $15 per 50# bag.  We also have a few bags of sunflowers left. 

f)

Membership – Ryan now has a username with the national database and is set up to have all membership entered by the end of May. 
g)
Chapter Habitat Committee – Jim has been named as the new Habitat Committee Chairman. 
h)
Newsletter – There was no newsletter this month since there were no articles. Jon K will get in a burn article, Jim will get in an article about the work crew and Leo will send one in as well. These should be in to Krissy by May 15. 
7.
Old Business
a)
Sponsor Banquet – Rachel has taken over as the primary source for this event. The dinner will be held June 23 upstairs at the Fin “n” Feather in Winneconne.  Rachel will send out the letters to “peeps”.  Leo will get the sponsor list to Rachel. Leo will act as speaker at the event if Mark cannot make it. Leo will take care of plaques & medallions.  Erin will follow-up after the dinner to get any plaques & medallions to sponsors that did not attend.  Dinner at 7:00 PM.  Possible golf putt game. 

8.
New Business
a)
Officers – We have had a vacancy at president since Jack Doemel resigned as director.  Vice President Leo Kolaszewski accepted a nomination to serve as President.  Director Mark Lewis will take over as Vice President. Ryan Seeley will continue as Secretary and John Manion will continue as Treasurer.   Steve Harnitz agreed to continue as Board Chairman. 

The board also had two director vacancies.  Erin Dougherty was voted in to take over Terry Zawacki’s unexpired term and Brian Trebiatowski was elected to serve a new 3-yr term. 
Alex Hoel is also very interested in participating as a chairman and possibly future director. 

Mark and Al will take over responsibility of the Youth Hunt from Leo.  


b)
Wisconsin Sports Fest – This event has been held for years in Ohio and this year will also take place in Oshkosh. It will be Aug 15-16 at Sunnyview Expo Center.  The organization has contacted Mark about groups such as ours helping out at the event. Details are not yet nailed down. Mark will follow up on this.  It could be financially beneficial to the chapter.  
9.
Other Business
a)
WCC Banquet – There was discussion about our ticket winning a $1000 gun at the Winnebago Conservation Club banquet.  No directors were able to attend so the ticket was given to a chapter member.  It wasn’t made clear that if the ticket won, the prize would belong to the chapter. Leo will draft a policy stating that in any similar situation in the future, the ticket recipient must agree that any prizes attributed to the ticket go back to the chapter.  


10.
Next Meeting
Wednesday
April 2
6:30PM 
Oshkosh Gun Club 

11.
Adjourn

M/S/C – Adjourn – 8:35 PM
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