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Pheasants Forever Report Card 

The Pheasants Forever mission was crafted after the work and vi-
sion of conservationist Aldo Leopold, and this vision is reflected in 
our mission statement:   
òPheasants Forever is a non-profit conservation organization dedicated to 
the protection and enhancement of pheasant and other wildlife populations 
through habitat improvement, public awareness and education, and land 

management policies that benefit private landowners and wildlife alikeó. 

At our local level everything our chapter does should be based on achieving that mission.  
So how are we doing?  With so many projects that potentially will benefit the community 
itõs sometimes easy to lose track of that mission statement.  Every now and again itõs a good 
idea to evaluate what weõve done recently and analyze how we stack up against that mission 
statement. Letõs examine some of our recent projects. 

 Food Plots ð each spring we make a concerted effort to provide seed that provides food 
and cover for wildlife.  We provide the seed at a greatly reduced price in order to 
encourage landowners to plant for wildlife.  Seed recipients must sign a declaration 
agreeing to use the seed only for the benefit of wildlife.  The resulting crop cannot 
be harvested or sold. Last year we provided about 250 bags of seed resulting in 
nearly 1200 acres of food plots in our area. By the way, itõs time to order seed for spring 
2012 now.  PF has informed us that there will be a shortage of seed this year so it will be 
important to get your order in early.  Get an order form at our website or call Rachel. 

Hunting Ground Maintenance - The chapter continued a clean-up campaign on twelve 
area public hunting grounds. Chapter volunteers pick up trash, cut brush and per-
form other maintenance duties at these sites. Signs have been installed to identify 
chapter sponsor-ship and encourage user cooperation.  
 

Wildlife Habitat Biologist Internship ð The chapter sponsored an area college student 
majoring in wildlife biology for a summer internship supporting our mission. The 
student worked out of the NRCS office and reported to the chapter on his activi-
ties.  The internship not only counts toward college credit but also gets habitat de-
veloped right here in our backyard.  

Continued on page 3... 
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BANQUET-  
Attend planning meetings before next yearôs banquet and assist 
with banquet activities.                                                        
Ryan Seeley (920) 424-9979 or pheasantsforever@sbcglobal.net                                                  
Al Heidl (920) 231-0860 

CROWING  COUNT -      
Start 45 minutes  before sunrise.  Drive 10 mile routes, stopping 
every 0.5 miles to listen and record location of crowing roosters 
on plat book maps.  Finish 1 to 1.5 hours after sunrise.                                                  
Rachel Foster (920) 420-5176 or critterkiller79@hotmail.com 

FUNDRAISING -  
Assist in raffles, fall social, banquet, and other fundraisers 
throughout the year.                                                                
Rachel Foster (920) 420-5176 or critterkiller79@hotmail.com 

HABITAT /P REDATOR-  
A planning committee to work on improving habitat and                         
controlling predation.                                                                                                  
Rachel Foster (920) 420-5176 or critterkiller79@hotmail.com 

HUNTING  GROUND  CLEAN- UP-  
Clean up of specific Winnebago County public hunting areas 4-5 
times a year.                                                                                               

Rachel Foster (920) 420-5176 or critterkiller79@hotmail.com 
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LAND  ACQUISITION -  
A planning/work committee for our chapter to initiate land                    
acquisition programs.  These programs are funded and executed 
using federal and state grants, Pheasants Forever national and 
local funds, easements and land trust cooperation.                                                                
Jack Doemel (920) 379-6843 or buglejack@hotmail.com   

LEOPOLD EDUCATION  PROJECT (L.E.P.) -  
The L.E.P. is designed to teach the public about humanityôs ties to 
the natural world and to provide leadership in the effort to                
conserve and protect the earthôs natural resources.                                                          
Alex Hoel (920) 410-2317 or autoauthority@ntd.net  

M EMBERSHIP -  
To recruit the avid pheasant hunters who are not members to join 
and participate.  Committee would meet occasionally to discuss 
and act on ways to increase membership in our chapter.                                      
Ryan Seeley (920) 424-9979 or pheasantsforever@sbcglobal.net                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

NEWSLETTER-  
Contribute articles, photos, or ideas to the newsletter.                                      
Krissy Seeley (920) 424-9979 or krissyseeley@gmail.com 

VOLUNTEER OPPROTUNITIES -  
Get on the e-mail or call list to be contacted about upcoming 

events throughout the year.                                                                                                  
Ryan Seeley (920) 424-9979 or pheasantsforever@sbcglobal.net 

COMMITTEE  STRUCTURE 
 

     COMMITTEE:    CHAIRMAN/D IRECTOR:  
     BANQUET   RYAN SEELEY/AL HEIDL 
     FINANCE   JOHN MANION 
     FUNDRAISING   RACHEL FOSTER 
     HABITAT   RACHEL FOSTER 
     LAND ACQUISITION   JACK DOEMEL 
     MEMBERSHIP   RYAN SEELEY 
     NEWSLETTER   KRISSY SEELEY 

     PUBLIC RELATIONS  MARK LEWIS 
     WEBSITE   MARK LEWIS 
     VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR RYAN SEELEY 
     YOUTH PROGRAMS  ALEX HOEL 
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...continued from page 1 

Aldo Leopold Education ð the chapter was involved in several Leopold related projects over the past year.  We spon-
sored a local educator to attend conference that is a true teach the teacher program.  This program results in get-
ting educators in our schools who have a special knowledge of the Leopold (and PF) conservation ethic.   
We also sponsored a program at the Boys and Girls Club and provided educational materials for the club.  We 
even held one of our monthly board meetings at the club to encourage and educate students in the land ethic.  
Still another Aldo Leopold project we shared is was the Green Fire project.  The first full-length, documentary 
film ever made about legendary environmentalist Aldo Leopold, Green Fire highlights Leopoldõs extraordinary ca-
reer, tracing how he shaped and influenced the modern environmental movement. Leopold remains relevant to-
day, inspiring projects all over the country that connect people and land.  The chapter sponsored the local premier 
of the film at UW Fox Valley in Menasha and set up an information table at the event.  

 

Youth Hunt ð the chapter held our 15th annual Youth Mentor Hunt at RW Ranch near Pickett.  60+ young people 
were introduced to upland bird hunting with the help of chapter members and their dogs. We released 200 pheas-
ants and provided a fun, safe environment for young hunters age 12-18 to showcase the wonders of the great out-
doors.  In addition to the hunt, we provided educational programs with the help of Wisconsin DNR personnel. 
We also provided plenty of shooting tutoring using clay targets and volunteer instructors.  Add in a tasty lunch and 
this event is one of the highlights of our year.  

 

Sponsorships - the chapter sponsored several local organizations that share the mission of PF including the Winnebago 
Conservation Club, the Butte des Morts Conservation Club, the Oshkosh Hunter Safety Program, Lake Poygan 
Sportsman's Club, Wisconsin Waterfowl Association and the Wisconsin DNR.  

 

Land Acquisitions ð Over the past several years we have completed 3 land purchases that will ensure quality habitat 
forever. We strive to buy lands that are low quality in terms of providing wildlife habitat and then work to im-
prove those lands.  Then we donate them to the people of Wisconsin for all to enjoy.  
We are currently working with the Waupaca PF Chapter to purchase land on the border of Winnebago and 
Waupaca Counties. We have dedicated $10,000 toward the purchase of this property.  The transaction is not yet 
completed and weõll keep you posted as this project nears fruition.  

 

Legislative Action Fund ð While most of our funds are spent right here, we donated $1,500 to this PF National fund.  
According to Howard Vincent, PF's President and Chief Executive Officer. "Our Legislative Action Fund has al-
ways been one of the organization's strongest initiatives because chapters can see the fruits of our efforts in Wash-
ington, D.C. each time they step onto a Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) field to chase roosters."  The LAF 
has given PF a strong national voice which has resulted in habitat improvements right here in the Fox Valley.  

 

The chapter helped in improving area habitat by providing controlled burns for landowners. We are currently working 
to establish an improved burn program for 2012.  Again, weõll keep you posted on the progress of this program. 

 

Earth Day ð The chapter again sponsored a major habitat clean-up day in the Rat River Recreational lands in northern 
Winnebago County.  The project included busloads of area high school students and many adult volunteers and 
partners providing equipment and expertise. The Earth Day project is a great way to highlight the PF mission.  

 

Crow Count ð Every Spring PF chapter volunteers wake up early for a few days and get out on the rural roads before 
sunup to listen for the distinctive call of the cock pheasant as he calls in search of romance. These counts are done 
consistently on the same routes and the information is turned over to the DNR to use in annual bird population 
estimates.  This is a fun project to get involved in and weõre always looking for more volunteers.  

 

Continued on page 4... 



 
PAGE 4  T HE LONGSPUR CHRONICLES PAGE 4  

...continued from page 3 

Archery in the Schools Program ð the chapter sponsored, aided and participated in the first ever area Archery in the 
Schools program in Winneconne.  The program uses the school system to introduce students to archery, which in 
turn increases their interest in other outdoor sports and conservation. The program was a great success and PF 
looks forward to continued participation.  

 

Oshkosh High School Trap Club ð the chapter proudly supported this newly formed group that may include members 
from all three Oshkosh high schools.  The team finished well in their first year and we look forward to continued 
participation.  

 

So that covers most of the major projects weõve been involved with in the recent past.  Iõm hoping that youõll consider that 
a worthwhile effort because in the end, we can only accomplish as much as you, our membership, will support. Aside from 
providing the financial support for these accomplishments, your volunteerism plays a huge role as well. If any of these pro-
jects sound interesting enough that more of you want to become involved, please let us know and weõll get you hooked up 
the next time we plan it.  If there is something we donõt do, but you think we should consider, let us know that as well.  I 
know there are many worthwhile projects out there that would fit in well with our mission statement.  

Well thatõs it for this month.  With the fall season now upon us, remember to take a kid outdoors and share the joy.   
God Bless America, 

 

 The 2010-2011 school year marked the start of new era in Oshkosh schools.  A shooting team open to all high 

schools in the Oshkosh School district (including Lourdes and home-schooled) was formed and began competing.  Pheas-

ants Forever was proud to sponsor this team and looks forward to its continued support. The team finished well in the state 

tournament in its first year and hopes to do even better this year. For this year, the team will qualify as a letter earning 

sport.  Some of the team participated in 

Septemberõs Youth Hunt and we can testi-

fy that they have some great shooting 

skills. Good Luck in this yearõs competi-

tion!   Itõs important to note that our spon-

sorship was the first donation made from 

the Mike Solomon / Pheasants Forever 

Foundation.  We formed this foundation in 

honor of the late Mike Solomon who was 

one or our biggest advocates for youth out-

door activity and education.  The                

foundation stipulates that funds be used for 

educational or habitat improvement pro-

jects.  Mikeõs wife Kaye was present at the 

sponsorship presentation. 

PF Sponsors New Oshkosh H.S. Trap Team 
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PF 2011 Outlook 

Our FRVC Sponsors  
Thank you for your continued support!  

À 4imprint  

À Anixter 

À Auto Authority - Alex Hoel 

À Beck's Meats 

À Bill Zimar 

À Boat Yard Bar & Grill 

À Brian Wilke Construction 

À Butte des Morts Conservation Club 

À Come By Chance Resort - Tom & Tami Thoma 

À Country Financial / Mike Flanigan Agency 

À Envision Building 

À Expert Transmission & Towing 

À First National Bank - Fox Valley 

À Fox Valley Dermatology 

À Fox Valley Taxidermy 

À Fratello's Waterfront Brewery & Restaurant 

À Harvelle's LLC 

À Howard Hoel 

À Jack Doemel - Realtor 

À Kelly Green Lawn Care 

À Klinger Painting 

À Kosselôs Service Center 

À Kosselôs TV & Appliance 

À Leo Kolaszewski 

À MAC AIR 

À Midstate Amusements 

À Nelson Sales Corporation 

À Ohio Street Station 

À Patrick Flanigan - Xtreme Sport Shooter 

À Pigs In Heat 

À Precast Concrete Specialties 

À Rick Remme 

À Rogers Printing Solutions 

À See Spot Run on 21 

À Stille's Rooster Run Lodge 

À The Auto Authority 

À The Shop - Tom Jones 

À Thundera Multimedia 

À Tom Hetzer 

À Tom Tyers 

À Valley Auto Body 

À Van Ert Electric Company 

À Vitaleôs Italian Restaurant 

À Wood and Wildlife LLC  

Outlook:  After the better part of a decade of fantastic pheasant numbers in the Midwest ð bird numbers 
aided by a strong Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) ð pheasant hunters will be finding fewer 
ringnecks during the 2011-2012 pheasant hunting season. 

Tough weather, from drought in Kansas to hard winters in the Dakotas, did its fair share to hurt pheasant 
populations, but itõs the 5 million fewer CRP acres than there was just four years ago that made sure pheas-
ant numbers were bound to decrease, which they did in every major pheasant producing state. Pheasants 
Forever is advocating for a strengthened CRP and other federal conservation programs in preparation of 
the upcoming Farm Bill, but cannot do it without your support as a Pheasants Forever member. 

Despite the decline, there are still millions of pheasants roaming the grasslands, fencerows and field edges 
in the heart of pheasant country. South Dakota will again be in a class by itself, while Kansas, Nebraska and 
North Dakota look to be next best. In other states, boot leather will have to wear thinner in the fields this 
year. But as veteran uplanders know, any day hunting roosters is a day well spent.  

http://PF.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xNzc2OTc3JnA9MSZ1PTAmbGk9ODE2NTc3Mw/index.html
http://PF.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xNzc2OTc3JnA9MSZ1PTAmbGk9ODE2NTc3Mw/index.html
http://PF.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xNzc2OTc3JnA9MSZ1PTAmbGk9ODE2NTc3NA/index.html
http://PF.informz.net/z/cjUucD9taT0xNzc2OTc3JnA9MSZ1PTAmbGk9ODE2NTc3NQ/index.html
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Monday, September 12th found approximately 70 Chapter members and supporters gathered in Osh-
kosh at Vitaleõs Italian Restaurant, for our annual Pre-Season Social event.  This yearly fundraiser has be-
come an attendee favorite and 2011õs affair, proved to be another good one. 

 

Before sitting down for an outstanding dinner prepared by the affable staff at Vitaleõs, guests could min-
gle and tingle their pallet at the wine tasting table, courtesy of McKnight & Carlson Wines of Oshkosh.  
Also on hand, The Butcherõs Block Fine Meat & Deli of North Fond du Lac prepared an assortment of 
smoked meats and sausages that was nothing short of amazing.  I know where my venison will be going 
this year, for processing.  For those with a sweet tooth, Jackieõs Parkside of Winneconne presented a col-
lection of confections that were sinfully delicious. 

 

It was a great evening for conversation and networking and any of the ladies and gentlemen wishing to 
partake in the fund raising portion could bid on a few select items in the Silent Auction or take a chance 
on either of two raffle events.  A camo clothing package sponsored by the Wisconsin Waterfowl Associa-
tion went to Terry Schroeder, while the Ruger .380 Pistol Package was won by Norm Williams of Ber-
lin. 

 

Included on the dinner ticket, were 5 fabulous Door Prizes.  A Spa Package was won by Theresa Eier-
man, and Scott Eckstein won the Blu-Ray Player donated by Kosselõs TV & Appliance of Oshkosh.  A 
One Week stay at the Landmark Resort in Door County  donated by Bill Miller (Northern Telephone & 
Data Corp - NTD), was won by chapter sponsor, Mike Doemel (Doemel Landscape Construction, 
LLC), while a Lake Michigan charter fishing trip donated by Big Family Charters out of Manitowoc 
went to Dave Davies of Oshkosh.  The nightõs grand prize was a classic Remington 332 Over & Under 
12 gauge shotgun.  Another chapter sponsor took home this fine double barrel when Sue Hooyman (See 
Spot Run on 21) had her name pulled from the drum. 

 

At nightõs end, there were plenty of smiling faces and a few very lucky patrons.  No one went home 
empty handed though.  Everyone could select a bottle of wine to take along, so it can be said that every-
one in attendance was a winner.  The chapter was able to raise more than $2,200.00 which will go to-
ward putting more habitat on the ground, more kids in the outdoors and hopefully, a few more pheas-
ants on the Wisconsin landscape. 

 

Submitted by Jack Doemel 

Wining and Dining for Wildlife  
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Youth Hunt Wrap-Up 
Almost 60 young people from Northeast Wisconsin and some from as far away as the Milwaukee area 
joined members of the Fox River Valley Chapter of Pheasants Forever for our15th annual Youth Hunt on 
September 10th.  Again this year RW Ranch kindly donated the use of their beautiful facilities to hold the 
event.  Two separate sessions were held to allow for smaller, more intimate groups.  The day started off 
with a classroom session with experts on pheasant biology and hunters safety.  Then it was off to the trap 
range where mentors worked with the young people to sharpen their aim.  Lunch was then served and 
the day concluded with a 200 bird stocked pheasant hunt guided by our field marshals and their highly 
trained hunting dogs.  It was a very warm day with temperatures in the high 70s which put a real strain on 
the dogs but in all some great shots were made and many great memories went home with the partici-
pants.  We would not be able to continue to host this event without the generosity of our sponsors.  We 
would like to thank: 

RW RANCH  

O HIO  STREET  STATION  

1ST N ATIONAL  B ANK  -  FOX  V ALLEY  

R ICHARD  M OHR  

ELEANOR  H ELM  

V ALLEY  CREEK  GAMEBIRD  FARM  

A MERICAN  A IR  ENVIRONMENTAL  SERVICES 

JAMES  SEGER 

K LINGER  PAINTING  

L ARRY  & L IBBY  SENDERHAUF  

M IDSTATE  A MUSEMENT  GAMES  

FOX  V ALLEY  A UTO  PARTS  ð NAPA  

FRAN  & K AREN  SEDLACHEK  

B ADGER  M ILL  SUPPLY  ð L ARRY  SCHROEDER  

N ELSON I NDUSTRIES  

CRITTER õS W OLF  R IVER  SPORTS 

EVIL  R OY  SLADES  

FOX  V ALLEY  T RANSMISSION  

T HE  B OAT  Y ARD  B AR  AND  GRILL  

V AN  D YNE  SPORTSMANS  CLUB  

EXPERT  T OWING  AND  T RANSMISSION  

K ENNETH  W ALTER  

T HE  R OXY  SUPPER  CLUB  

SPRINGBROOK  SPORTSMANS  CLUB  

R EDõS PIZZA  

W EST SIDE  T IRE  AND  A UTO  CENTER  

T OM  GREY  

A ND  A  GUY  NAMED  B OB ! 

 

If you would like to be a sponsor of next yearõs youth Hunt sponsor forms are available on the Download 
Page of our website www.foxvalleypheasants.com 
 

The 2012 youth hunt is tentatively scheduled for the weekend after Labor Day. 

http://www.foxvalleypheasants.com/
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