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A G RAND  EVENT  
The Chapters annual Membership Banquet, Pheasant 
Palooza was held on March 11, and once again was 
a huge success. Attendance was up nearly 15% over 
last year which we hope is a sign that we are putting 
on the kind of banquet you want to see.  Thank you 
all so much for supporting the PF mission; thanks to 
you, we will be able to continue and even increase 

the habitat projects, youth activities, educational efforts and conservation 
stewardship you have come to expect.  

While the evening was filled with fun and prizes, we also announced a few 
awards that I want to mention in this column.  The Chapter presented its 
annual Outstanding Member of the Year award to longtime PF volunteer Al 
Youngbauer. Al was plenty surprised by his award but he certainly has 
earned it. Keep up the good work Al.  

We also annually award the Pheasants Forever Conservationist of the Year 
award to the person we feel has gone above and beyond the call of duty in 
terms of stewardship of the natural environment in our area.  This year 
that award to George Curtis who has, for decades, espoused the land ethic 
outlined by the great Aldo Leopold.  

Once again, our Ringneck members (under 18 years) were put front and 
center with each going home with a great prize package. Besides the gift 
package that all Ringnecks received, half of the kids won a pheasant hunt 
and one lucky young lady, Kyra Eierman, won a beautiful Browning Citori 
heirloom shotgun.  

The evening started with a potential catastrophe as our great Master of 
Ceremonies, Mark Lewis, came down with a bug and was bedridden.  
Without skipping a beat, Chapter Secretary, Ryan Seeley, stepped up and 
took over.  Ryan did a great job keeping things moving and entertaining 
the crowd.  Thanks Ryan.  

Continued on page 3... 
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BANQUET-  
Attend planning meetings before next yearôs banquet and assist 
with banquet activities.                                                        
Ryan Seeley (920) 424-9979 or pheasantsforever@sbcglobal.net                                                  
Al Heidl (920) 231-0860 

CROWING  COUNT -      
Start 45 minutes  before sunrise.  Drive 10 mile routes, stopping 
every 0.5 miles to listen and record location of crowing roosters 
on plat book maps.  Finish 1 to 1.5 hours after sunrise.                                                  
Rachel Foster (920) 420-5176 or critterkiller79@hotmail.com 

FUNDRAISING -  
Assist in raffles, fall social, banquet, and other fundraisers 
throughout the year.                                                                
Rachel Foster (920) 420-5176 or critterkiller79@hotmail.com 

HABITAT /P REDATOR-  
A planning committee to work on improving habitat and                         
controlling predation.                                                                                                  
Rachel Foster (920) 420-5176 or critterkiller79@hotmail.com 

HUNTING  GROUND  CLEAN- UP-  
Clean up of specific Winnebago County public hunting areas 4-5 
times a year.                                                                                               

Rachel Foster (920) 420-5176 or critterkiller79@hotmail.com 
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LAND  ACQUISITION -  
A planning/work committee for our chapter to initiate land                    
acquisition programs.  These programs are funded and executed 
using federal and state grants, Pheasants Forever national and 
local funds, easements and land trust cooperation.                                                                
Jack Doemel (920) 379-6843 or buglejack@hotmail.com   

LEOPOLD EDUCATION  PROJECT (L.E.P.) -  
The L.E.P. is designed to teach the public about humanityôs ties to 
the natural world and to provide leadership in the effort to                
conserve and protect the earthôs natural resources.                                                          
Alex Hoel (920) 410-2317 or autoauthority@ntd.net  

M EMBERSHIP -  
To recruit the avid pheasant hunters who are not members to join 
and participate.  Committee would meet occasionally to discuss 
and act on ways to increase membership in our chapter.                                      
Ryan Seeley (920) 424-9979 or pheasantsforever@sbcglobal.net                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

NEWSLETTER-  
Contribute articles, photos, or ideas to the newsletter.                                      
Krissy Seeley (920) 424-9979 or krissyseeley@gmail.com 

VOLUNTEER OPPROTUNITIES -  
Get on the e-mail or call list to be contacted about upcoming 

events throughout the year.                                                                                                  
Ryan Seeley (920) 424-9979 or pheasantsforever@sbcglobal.net 

COMMITTEE  STRUCTURE 
 

     COMMITTEE:    CHAIRMAN/D IRECTOR:  
     BANQUET   RYAN SEELEY/AL HEIDL 
     FINANCE   JOHN MANION 
     FUNDRAISING   RACHEL FOSTER 
     HABITAT   RACHEL FOSTER 
     LAND ACQUISITION   JACK DOEMEL 
     MEMBERSHIP   RYAN SEELEY 
     NEWSLETTER   KRISSY SEELEY 

     PUBLIC RELATIONS  MARK LEWIS 
     WEBSITE   MARK LEWIS 
     VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR RYAN SEELEY 
     YOUTH PROGRAMS  ALEX HOEL 
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...continued from page 1  

Along with a boatload of top end guns going to many happy winners, this year we changed direc-
tion with our Mystery Prize.  This yearôs prize was a Pheasants Forever/Royal Caribbean six day, five 
night cruise for two including airfare.  Winner Mike Eierman and his guest will depart Tampa, FL 
traveling the seas for six days and five nights with stops in Costa Maya and Cozumel.  Theyôll be 
traveling with a large contingent of PF members from around the country and mingling at two pri-
vate Pheasants Forever events onboard. Weôre throwing in some extraôs to make this a truly memo-
rable prize. We gave away many, many more prizes that night, so many that there just isnôt room to 
list them here.   

Other major banquet night activities included the Jack Gudden Memorial Raffle sponsored by the 
Mike Solomon Family.  Kaye Solomonôs handmade pheasant quilt was an amazing sight to see.  All 
proceeds from that raffle go into the Mike Solomon/ PF Foundation. The Live Auction went over well 
with some great big ticket items including an African Safari. The Silent Auction was bigger and bet-
ter than ever an attracted a large crowd.  One of the big gun raffles was the 5 gun raffle which fea-
tured five, extremely nice guns. 4imprint won this yearôs Sponsor Raffle and an adorable English 
Cocker puppy with great hunting bloodlines found a fantastic new home.  

An event of this magnitude doesnôt go off successfully without a lot of volunteers.  Along with our 

board and their families and friends we also had many members volunteer to help.  Iôd like to thank 

each and every one of them.  And letôs not forget the great group of volunteers from Oshkosh West 

High School Woods and Waters Club who once again helped out all night.  And a special thank you 

to all of our great Partners, Sponsors and Donors who provided so many of the prizes that made so 

many people happy winners. In the end, we are all winners by helping to make our natural environ-

ment a better place for generations to come.  

Thank you,  

 

Leo Kolaszewski 

President 
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Conservationist of the Yearï  

George Curtis 

George Curtis has created hundreds of acres of habitat in our area.  
He has long taken part of the PF seed program, buying PF seed to create 
more and better food and cover plots. He has even planted pheasants in 
efforts to increase the population.  In addition to working the land for the 
benefit of all wildlife, George has invested his resources in producing a 
weekly television show called ñItôs Your Environmentò which has educated 
citizens to the great work that has been done and that is still needed to be 
done to insure that the abundant wildlife and outdoor beauty that we have 
today continues for future generations.  

Georgeôs community activism has spanned over 50 years and his                
involvement in PF has been going for well over a decade.  When the                
chapter was just trying to get re -established in the area, George offered up 
his office building as a meeting place.  George has a true love of the great 
outdoors and has devoted a significant part of his life to improving it.   

As the great Wisconsin environmentalist Aldo Leopold said, 
ñConservation is a state of harmony between men and land.ò George has 
done much to strengthen this harmony and to teach others to do the 
same.  George, thanks for all your great work for the environment. We are 
extremely pleased to extend this honor to you as a small token of                  
appreciation. 

 Each year Pheasants                
Forever uses banquet night to 
take the opportunity to honor 
one special member of the              
community as our Conserva-
tionist of the Year.  This yearôs 
recipient has exemplified the 
Pheasants Forever spirit and the 
Land Ethic defined by Aldo                          
Leopold in a very big way.  
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 This yearôs choice for                      
Outstanding Member was a 
pretty easy selection.  Though 
many PF volunteers were               
worthy of the award, few have 
been actively volunteering for so 
many years as Al Youngbauer.  
Al has participated in just about 
every habitat project we have 
taken on.  That list includes 
Earth Day projects, habitat          
clean -up crews, crow counts,                      
controlled burns and more.  In 
addition to all that, Al has been 
volunteering at every banquet 
for as long as we can remember.  
Heôs been a big part of our Youth Mentor Hunts for years. 
Alôs volunteer spirit has been an inspiration to all of us.   
  

 Whenever itôs time to get our hands dirty for any type of 
project, Al has been of the first to sign on.  We truly wish we 
could have a hundred volunteers like Al; we can only                       
imagine how much habitat we could put in the ground.  
  

 Al, thanks for your service to the PF mission. You have          

certainly earned this honor and we hope youôll continue to 

be a big part of the chapter for many years to come.  

Outstanding Member of the Year- 

Al Youngbauer 
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2011 Pheasant Palooza in Pictures 


